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A B S T R A C T 

Education can be a measure of the progress and quality of life of a nation, so it is 

said that the progress of a nation and state can be achieved by one of the reforms 

in terms of education. In education, there are two terms, namely pedagogy and 

andragogy. Pedagogy is known as the education of children, while andragogy can 

be interpreted as the science and art of teaching adults. Children's education will 

take place in the form of assimilation, identification, and imitation; while adult 

education focuses on improving their lives, providing skills and abilities to solve 

problems, so what is identical here is brain training for adults. The difference 

between pedagogy and andragogy lies in the different assumptions about the 

personality of students, such as the concept of students, student experience, 

readiness to learn, orientation towards learning from their learning motivation. 

And from these assumptions, it can be distinguished in terms of the process which 

includes elements of atmosphere, planning, needs diagnosis, formulation, 

objectives, lesson plans, learning activities, and assessments. 

 

1. Introduction 

Education is a word that is not foreign to us. It 

can never be separated from life, even if we continue 

to interact actively in it. Because education is a 

primary need of life and a process that will continue 

throughout life, it can be said that in the process of 

reaching maturity, every human being goes through 

this stage of education. Education can be a measure 

of the progress and quality of life of a nation, so it is 

said that the progress of a nation and state can be 

achieved by one of the reforms in terms of education. 

In education, there are two terms, namely pedagogy 

and andragogy. Pedagogy is known as the education 

of children, while andragogy can be interpreted as the 

science and art of teaching adults.1-5 However, 

because adults are independent individuals who can 

direct themselves, the most important thing in 

andragogy in the learning interaction process is 

independent learning activities that rely on the 

learning community itself and are not the activities of 

a teacher teaching something (learner-centered 

training). /teaching).6-8 

 

Concepts of pedagogical education  

The diversity of person's understanding of a term 

will have implications for the definition to be 

expressed. To avoid misunderstandings in 

interpreting a term and to understand what the term 

means, it is necessary to define it first. When we 
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discuss the concept of pedagogy, surely we will find 

the terms pedagogy, pedagogical, pedagogy, 

pedagogic/pedagogical, pedagogia, paedagagos, 

pedagogic, pedagog, pedology. We will not know from 

some of these terms whether they have the same 

meaning or even different meanings. Pedagogy, 

pedagogic/pedagogical means the study of the 

methods and activities of teaching (learning methods 

and teaching activities).9,10 Paedagogia (Greek) is the 

origin of pedagogy which means association with 

children. Paedagogos, which is also Greek, means a 

servant in ancient Greece whose job is to take and 

pick up his employer's children to school. Pedagogy 

is a science that must be studied and studied by 

adults or educators who will be and are being 

prepared to be able to guide, socialize and at the same 

time provide education to children. Paedagog means 

people who are experts in educating. People who are 

experts in educating certainly cannot be separated 

from studying, discovering, and reviewing all 

pedagogical terms and intricacies. This pedagogical 

term is derived from the Greek "paid" which means 

"child" and "agogus" which means "leader of" 

(guiding). In general, experts define pedagogy as a 

systematic science or theory about the actual 

education of children until they reach maturity.11-14 

Everyone is born as a helpless child and doesn't 

grow up right away. Maturity is a value, standard of 

the universal quality of human life with the same 

drink content or characteristics even though the 

forms of maturity vary according to socio-cultural 

context. Educators are present in education to take 

action to educate as well as represent the norms of 

maturity. Education is trying to give a moral/rational 

influence on children in their efforts to reach 

maturity. Children reach maturity through stages. 

Broadly speaking, the schemes used by children to 

understand their world are divided into four main 

periods or stages as follows: a. Sensory-motor stage 

(lasts from birth to about 2 years of age). In the first 

two years of life, babies can understand their 

environment by seeing, touching, holding, tasting, 

smelling, listening, and moving body parts. In other 

words, they rely on their sensory and motor abilities. 

b. Pre-operational stage (around the age of 2-7 years). 

Nowadays, the tendency of children to always rely on 

themselves in their perception of reality is very 

prominent. c. Concrete operational stage (lasts about 

7-11 years). At this time the child's logical thinking 

begins to develop. In their efforts to understand the 

natural surroundings, they do not rely too much on 

information that comes from the five senses. d. 

Formal operational stage (from age 11 onwards). 

Since this stage children can think abstractly, 

namely thinking about ideas, they can think of 

several alternative problem-solving. Pedagogics 

consist of three types, namely traditional pedagogy, 

critical pedagogy, and transformative pedagogy. 

Pedagogics that is rooted in critical pedagogy both 

use a new perspective on educational praxis, namely 

education is part of the culture, in contrast to 

traditional pedagogy which uses micro-views, namely 

starting from students in the educational process 

which are generally limited to the school 

environment. (schooling), then critical pedagogy and 

transformative pedagogy put educational praxis as 

part of cultural activities in a broad sense.15-17 

According to one of the original concepts of 

education (pedagogy), namely the formation of the 

younger generation to become cultured human 

beings who can take part in people's lives. A 

childhood that puts experience as a new thing. In this 

pedagogical concept, the teacher bears the 

responsibility for making decisions about what, how, 

and when to learn, so the teacher's job here is to 

direct learning. Because children's self-concept is still 

dependent on other parties outside themselves.18-19 

The application of constructivism pedagogical 

methods shows that knowledge is the result of 

students' creation. With this method, the tabula rasa 

https://hmpublisher.com/index.php/CMEJ
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


14 

 
https://hmpublisher.com/index.php/CMEJ 

 

pedagogical model that places students as empty 

vessels is abandoned. Traditional pedagogy is too 

rigid, sequential, logical, analytical and emphasizes 

silent classroom rituals, underestimating students as 

individuals. The traditional teaching model puts 

students on a low motivation scale and triggers stress 

and tension. The characteristics of traditional 

pedagogy are a. The teaching system is teacher-

centered b. Acquisition of scientific knowledge based 

on books and teachers c. Teachers often convey 

scientific knowledge to students using lecture 

strategies and giving notes d. Printed materials such 

as books are a source of knowledge e. Passive 

learning f. Learning is the responsibility of the 

teacher g. Results of work or tasks as in the form of 

reports h. Results of work or assignments for yourself 

i. Less interaction between students and teaching 

materials. The concept of education for children 

(pedagogy) requires several things, namely, first, 

examples and examples of educators; second, the 

transformation of values and knowledge of students; 

third, the delivery of messages that are always 

informative to students (monological). In educational 

terms it is called the tabula rasa concept, children are 

like clean blank paper, and educators write ink on 

the blank paper until it is completely filled.20 

 

The concept of andragogy 

The concept of education for adults requires 

several things, namely, first, to provide more space 

for student participation in solving problems; second, 

oriented to problem-solving jointly between educators 

and students; third, giving individual freedom to 

students in offering solutions according to their 

respective experiences; fourth, problem solving refers 

to the experience of the participants. The principle of 

the concept of andragogy is education as the 

transmission of knowledge (the transmittal of 

knowledge). According to Alfred North Whitehead, 

indeed in the past generation education was a 

process of transmitting knowledge because the time 

spar for cultural change was greater than the life 

spar. The concept of andragogy as mentioned by 

Knowles has 6 principles, namely 1) the need for 

knowledge (the need to know); 2) the learners' self-

concept; 3) the role of the learners' experiences; 4) 

readiness to learn (readiness to learn); 5) learning 

orientation (orientation to learning); 6) motivation 

(motivation). The six basic principles of andragogy 

each have sub-principles as contained in the book 

Concepts of Andragogy in the Qur'an; An Islamic 

Touch on Theory and Practice of Adult Education by 

Rosidin. The sub-principles are 1. The need for 

knowledge (the need to know) Adults want to know 

why they need to learn something before deciding to 

engage in learning activities. Tough found that when 

adults learn something they will put all their energy 

into investigating what benefits they will get from 

learning. The implication is that one of the real 

expressions in adult education is that a facilitator's 

first task is to help students realize the "need to 

know." The main principle that adults need to know 

is why they are involved in learning. This principle 

later became a generally accepted premise that adults 

should be involved in the design of their learning 

process. The involvement of adults can be aimed at 

designing objectives, materials, methods (techniques 

and media) as well as learning evaluation. The need 

for adults to know has now become an axiom for 

professional educators. Research in organizational 

training suggests three aspects of the need to know 

how the learning will be conducted (how the learning 

will be conducted), what will be learned (what will be 

learned), and why the lesson will be valuable (why it 

will be valuable).22-25 The research indicates that the 

need to know affects learning motivation, learning 

outcomes, and post-training motivation to use 

learning. The implication is that the task of adult 

educators is to explain the significance of learning so 

that adult learners know the positive impact of 
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participating in learning and the negative impact of 

not participating in learning. Materials and 

competencies that are targeted in learning are also 

important to be presented in front of students. In 

addition, it is important to convey learning methods 

to students, so that they know how learning takes 

place. In addition to the above understanding, the 

need for knowledge is reflected in the curiosity 

(curiosity) found in adults. One of the ways to express 

one's curiosity is through teaching questions. So, the 

question or word represents the need for knowledge 

of the person asking. 2. The learner's self-concept 

There are generally two definitions of self-directed 

learning (SDL) in the literature. First, SDL is seen as 

self-teaching (self-teaching), that is, learners can 

control the mechanics and technicalities of teaching 

themselves in a particular subject. Second, SDL is 

defined as personal autonomy, which Candy also 

refers to as self-taught (autodidact). Autonomy 

means controlling the goals and objectives of the 

learner and presupposes "ownership of learning". 

Good self-teaching skills make adults less dependent 

on teachers, while good personal autonomy skills 

allow adults to determine the direction of their 

learning. The two SDL dimensions are relatively 

independent, although they can overlap. A person 

may have a high level of personal autonomy but 

chooses to study in a learning setting with a strong 

teacher-directed feel, due to convenience, speed, or 

learning style. Many adults decide that traditional 

learning is the best approach when they know very 

little about the learning material. So, choosing 

traditional learning does not mean that the person 

does not have ownership or control over self-teaching. 

And vice versa, it does not mean that people who are 

involved in self-teaching can be called to have 

autonomy. Thus, the presence or absence of activities 

categorized as self-teaching is not an accurate 

indicator of personal autonomy. For the majority of 

professional educators, the most important 

dimension for SDL is fostering personal autonomy. 

Thus, SDL seems to be the goal of andragogy which 

is to help students reach the level of self-directed 

learning. It is also important to note that mismatches 

can occur in SDL. In that case, either too much or too 

little self-directedness can be a big problem, 

depending on the learner. For example, a learner who 

is experienced in learning material and has strong 

learning skills may be frustrated in a learning 

situation that is highly controlled by the teacher. On 

the other hand, a learner who is inexperienced with 

learning materials and developing SDL skills is weak, 

so he or she will feel intimidated if the learning 

situation places a high emphasis on SDL. Given that 

not all adult learners have the same SDL skills, it is 

appropriate to say that SDL is situational; and the 

task of educators is to adjust their roles to the level 

of SDL skills possessed by students.26-28 

 

2. Conclusion 

Pedagogical learning theory is for children, while 

andragogy learning theory is developed for the special 

needs of adults. There is a difference between adult 

education and children's education. Children's 

education will take place in the form of assimilation, 

identification, and imitation; while adult education 

focuses on improving their lives, providing skills and 

abilities to solve problems, so what is identical here 

is brain training for adults. The difference between 

pedagogy and andragogy lies in the different 

assumptions about the personality of students, such 

as the concept of students, student experience, 

readiness to learn, orientation towards learning from 

their learning motivation. And from these 

assumptions, it can be distinguished in terms of the 

process which includes elements of atmosphere, 

planning, needs diagnosis, formulation, objectives, 

lesson plans, learning activities, and assessments. 
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